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	Syllabus Outcomes
	Knowledge – Content
	Processes - Do

	Science

E.B. 4.1, 4.2
	Different scales of time and space

Weather and climate

Contributions of different cultures

Ecology and interactions between living and non-living
	Collect information

Summarize

Illustrate

Compare



	SOSE

C.I. 4.1, 4.3, 3.5, 3.2, 4.2

T.C.C. 4.1, 4.5

P.S 4.4
	Religions, values and beliefs

Gender age and ethnicity

Identity

Feudal system, groups

Changes through history

Global issues – heritages

Mapping knowledge
	Investigate and discuss

Describe changes

Make comparisons

Create timelines

Read and create maps

	HPE

P.D. 4.1, 4.4
	Self concept

Roles and responsibilities
	Collect information

Discuss and compare

	English
	Persuasive speaking

Notetaking

Haiku

Plays

Picture story books
	Debating

Comparing and analyzing

Creating poems

Writing scripts

Publishing a book

	Art

VA 4.1, 4.2, 4.3


	Abstract art

Symbolism

Images from diverse cultures and historical contexts
	Analyse

Compare

create

	Technology


	
	

	LOTE


	
	


	Related Outcomes
	Students should demonstrate
	Working in

Level 3
	Working at 

Emerging Level 4
	Working in 

Level 4

	Science

E.B. 4.1, 4.2

SOSE

C.I. 4.1, 4.3, 3.5, 3.2, 4.2

T.C.C. 4.1, 4.5

P.S 4.4 

Art  VA 4.1, 4.2, 4.3
	Ability to collect information through research skills – reading, viewing, discussing and note taking
	Uses a variety of literary sources to collect information. Records notes under headings or in concept maps. With assistance records sources in a simple bibliography.
	Uses books, internet and pictures as sources of information. Records sources in correct bibliographical form from class model. Begins taking notes from videos and documentaries.
	Uses both written and visual sources of information, and seeks new sources such as people, maps, artifacts.

Independently records sources using modeled bibliography. Begins using annotated bibliography.

	Science

E.B. 4.1, 4.2

SOSE

C.I. 4.1, 4.3, 3.5, 3.2, 4.2

T.C.C. 4.1, 4.5

P.S 4.4 

Art  VA 4.1, 4.2, 4.3
	An understanding of the information collected by discussing 

Reading maps

 Making comparison tables

Creating timelines and using drawings/ illustrations 

and debating issues
	Discusses aspects of Japanese culture with limited knowledge of topic.

With assistance read maps showing features of weather and landforms. Uses class models to complete comparisons.

Follows class models to create a simple timeline from information collected.

Debates issues relating to an aspect of Japanese culture with limited information.
	Discusses aspects of Japanese culture and landforms.

Reads maps showing landforms, climatic zones etc and makes comparisons verbally with Australian features.

Creates a timeline of major events in Japanese history from notes and readings. May follow class model.

Debates an issue showing knowledge of that aspect of Japanese culture.
	Discusses aspects of Japanese culture and landforms using and referring to sources of information.

Reads maps showing landforms, climatic zones, population and makes inferences from the data. Makes comparisons written and verbally with Aust features.

Independently creates detailed timelines of events using pictures, dates and notations.

Debates several aspects of Japanese culture showing detailed knowledge of each.

	English 

Science

E.B. 4.1, 4.2 

SOSE

C.I. 4.1, 4.3, 3.5, 3.2, 4.2

T.C.C. 4.1, 4.5

P.S 4.4
	The ability to communicate effectively through debating, discussion, script writing and publishing a book
	Participates in class discussion and communicates some knowledge through a simple play or book.
	Participates effectively in class discussions and communicates this knowledge through a play or book.
	Participates effectively in class discussions and collects detailed information which is effectively communicated through play or book.

	HPE P.D. 4.1, 4.4
	The ability to work co-operatively as a member of a team
	Works with the group to complete a task. May need prompting or assistance to complete set roles.
	Works co-operatively with a group taking turns, listening to others and valuing different ideas. Accepts responsibilities to complete part of a group task.
	Works co-operatively with other group members and encourages or supports other team members. Listens and values others ideas. Takes responsibility to complete group tasks seriously.

	Science

E.B. 4.1, 4.2

SOSE

C.I. 4.1, 4.3, 3.5, 3.2, 4.2

T.C.C. 4.1, 4.5

P.S 4.4 

Art  VA 4.1, 4.2, 4.3
	Make judgements., draw conclusions and make predictions
	Needs assistance to make conclusions or inferences from the information. Statements are usually simple – one to two sentences in length.
	Uses knowledge gained to make comparisons and inferences that are related to the information. Conclusions are two or three sentences in length and develop the point being made.
	Uses knowledge gained to make detailed comparisons and inferences that are related to the information. Conclusions form a paragraph of several lines developing the point and referring to evidence.


	Sequencing the Task
	Resources required
	Assessment

	Orientating Activities:

· Begin discussing different cultural influences we experience in Australia – different food, music, fashion, T.V. programs, movies etc.

· Make a list of countries that we have the most contact with – particular from South east Asia and Asia.

· Ask students which country they think would be an interesting study and why – (This task was written to specifically study Japan as a culture, however, Japan could be used as a class focus activity with students working independently to investigate their own south-east asian culture. To achieve this, aspects of Japan that are studied could be reflected in the independent study for example when Japanese art is researched, students research the art typical of the culture they have chosen etc)

· Set the task and establish criteria for the task. Set a time frame and standard of expectation.

· Begin the research by establishing what we know about Japan and our attitudes towards their culture

· List important events that you know about or have heard about and establish the evidence or source of information
	
	Observe and record research skills.

Keep samples of bibliographies

	Enhancing Activities:

· Research events I the history of Japan and create a timeline to show important dates and events – this can also be a pictorial timeline

· Discuss and share information about Japans history including the feudal system, political power groups, wars, trade and present day

· Use notetaking to record main ideas and practice a variety of ways of recording the notes as concept maps, webs, lists etc

· Study the geography and climate of Japan and compare to our Australian climate. List the advantages and disadvantages of each countries greography – Use De Bono’s thinking caps or the SWOT charts.

· Investigate Japanese theatre – discuss the traditions and special elements. Compare with Australian theatre. Watch a short segment on video if possible – although long sessions may not interest many students

· Find different foods and recipes that have evolved from Japan and become popular in our culture. Have a food tasting day.

· Read and discuss Japanese Haiku poetry. Write a haiku.

· Investigate Japanese picture story books – the stories that were told in the past, today’s characters, T.V cartoons etc. Compare the differences to western characters and stories. Compare the art techniques used in Japanese illustrations – practice the same styles and techniques.

· As different areas of study are researched, record information in a bibliography.

· Choose suitable issues from the information gathered to use for a debate – e.g. 

· Suchi is a health food that everyone should each at least once a week.

· Japanese T.V. shows are the most interesting for children

· Everyone should learn Japanese self defence


	
	Keep samples of timelines

Note discussions and participation

Assess notetaking and preferred form of notetaking

Observe thinking skills and comparisons.

Observe map reading skills

Observe listening, viewing and recording skills

Note discussions and participation

Observe discussions and abilities to make comparisons

Observe and note debating activities with reference to use of knowledge and development of point of view



	Culminating Activities:

· Begin planning a way to communicate to other people the information you have learned – a picture story book about Japan or a puppet play.

· Discuss the features of each form of communication and the strengths, weaknesses etc of this form of communication

· Choose one and begin planning the task

· For the play practice script writing, with stage directions, character prompts, settings etc. Establish the main ideas to be communicated and the best dialogue to achieve this and interest the audience.

· Similarly for the book choices – plan the key ideas to be developed, plan each page using a flow chart to see the transition from one idea to the next. Begin planning artwork etc.

· Produce the play or book and present to parents or peers as a culminating activity
	
	Negotiated assessment – alternates between scripted play and picture book.




Level	4							Year	6				Birkdale State School





Length of Unit		10-12 weeks				Context:    A Study of Japan





Focus Task:





What do you know about Japan today or the history of this country? Research the culture of Japan and present the information through either a puppet play or a children’s picture book.





Rationale:


The nation of Japan has a rich and interesting history and culture. With global communications and travel, Australia is exposed to many cultures and in particular those of South east Asia and Japan. Through a study of this nation and its history, students can gain a greater appreciation of the people and their culture and its influence on Australians.








