Unit Rationale:



Unit Title:

Aussie Outdoors
The purpose of this unit is: 

· learn about, appreciate and value the Australian outdoors, particularly a rainforest habitat

· be able to identify and classify groups of plants

· be able to communicate effectively and make decisions individually and in groups

· present a Visitors’ Guide including an information report on Ravensbourne National Park

The unit contributes to Life Long Learning by:

· Developing critical thinking and decision making skills

· Developing skills in effective communication

· Developing skills  as a reflective and self directed learner
The unit is authentic / life like as it:

· children will visit Ravensbourne National Park and experience first hand a rainforest habitat

· they will examine samples of plant groups

· they will view a variety of visitors’ guides
Focus Task


Target Core Learning Outcomes  (Level    3)

	Health and Physical Education
	Health:                   3.3 – Students identify potentially hazardous situations and demonstrate actions to 

                                        respond to unsafe and emergency situations.

Physical Activity:  3.1 – Students perform movement skills and sequences to meet the requirements of

                                         different physical activities and tasks.

                                3.2 -  Students observe rules and demonstrate an awareness of others in play and 

                                         simple games.

Personal Devt:       3.2 -  Students develop and implement strategies, including codes of behaviour, to 

                                          promote relationships in various groups and situations.

                                   3.4 -   Students demonstrate communication, co-operation and decision-making skills to

                                             collaborate in social, team or group situations.

	Science
	Science and  Society:       3.2 -   Students recognise the need for quantitative data when describing natural phenomena.

Life and Living:       3.1 -   Students draw conclusions about the relationship between features of living things and the environments in which they live.

	Studies of Society and Environment
	Place and Space:   3.3 -  Students cooperatively collect and analyse data obtained through field study instruments and surveys, to influence the care of a local place.

Systems, Resources and Power:   3.3 -  Students apply the principles of democratic decision making in cooperative projects.

                                3.5 -  Students explain the values associated with familiar rules and laws.

	The Arts
	Visual Arts:       3.2 -  Students display images and objects to analyse, construct and communicate meaning.




	· Components of a habitat

· Factors affecting a habitat

· Types of vegetation

· Safe eating and drinking practices

· Co-operative behaviours

· Decision making techniques

· Communication skills

· Safety procedures and practices

· Elements of a rainforest

· Genre of an information report

· Elements of a visitors guide
· Techniques in game creation


KNOW  (CONTENT)
LITERACY AND NUMERACY LINKS

	· Genre – information report

· Diary writing

· Graphing activities

· Measurement

· Collation of data

· Reading



DO (PROCESS)  AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

	What students should do
	Performance Indicators

Level below
	Performance Indicators

Target Level
	Performance Indicators

Level Above

	1.   Negotiate roles and responsibilities.


	Demonstrates basic co-operative behaviours (eg. Turn taking, sharing)
	Gives and discusses examples of consequences of not carrying out assigned roles
	Describes decision making processes associated with a leadership role.

	2.  Develop strategies to reflect on their understandings of key concepts using a personal / reflective diary.


	Uses a modelled strategy to reflect and record their understanding. (eg.  Y chart, KWL, PMI)
	Employs a variety of modelled strategies to reflect on their understandings.
	Critically reflects on group dynamics and personal understandings to suggest improvements

	3.  Contribute to the design and contents of the information booklet.


	indicates planning by stating intended audience and purposefully attempts to organise ideas and information 
	predicts what a particular reader may need to know, or choose topics likely to appeal to a specified audience,
	adjusts ideas to take account of 

aspects of context, purpose and 

considers an audience’s likely 

knowledge of a topic and provides 

helpful explanations or definitions

	4.  Work co-operatively in a learning environment


	Expresses and shares ideas, needs and feelings both verbally and non verbally.
	Displays skills of negotiation, active listening and accepting points of view
	Demonstrates encouraging and praising behaviours, offers assistance and assumes responsibility

	5. Recognise and apply familiar laws and rules relevant to the task and debate their value 


	Identifies the rules and laws relevant to the task
	describes / predicts the  consequences when rules and laws are breached and explains why rules have  importance
	identifies campaigns and / or organisations that aim to uphold rules and laws applicable in the rainforest.

	6.  Gather and record information on resources, habitats and activities available in the park


	Works scientifically to collect data relevant to the task
	Independently gathers relevant data and selects appropriate display format 
	Identifies the variables (eg time of year, day, fire bans etc) in data collected that may affect the environment and safety in the park. . 


	PLANNING

MATRIX
	ORIENTATE
	ENHANCE
	SYNTHESISE

	WORD
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	List types of habitats observed on video “Where Animals Live”

Discuss and compare definition of habitats
	Observe, describe and record features of different plant groups

Compare plant groups

Discuss uses of plant parts eg.  roots, leaves etc.

Read focus book – “Rainforests in Australia”

Revisit note taking skills

Model structure of information report
	Write visitors’ guide in formation report

List and recommend activities available to the public

List characteristics rainforest plants’ have for survival

	LOGIC/NUMBER

[image: image2.wmf]
	Classifying the components of a habitat 
	Graph number of plant types viewed in playground area

Measure lengths of leaves etc.  

Graph results
	Sequencing of the elements contained within the guide

	PICTURE/SPATIAL
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	View Video “Where Animals Live”

Visualize habitat components – food, climate, shelter etc.

Construct a ranking ladder from most important to least important components

Design a descriptive web for 2 habitats
	Construct Venn Diagrams for inside/outside school rules

Draw pictures of plant groups

Create a mural to show rainforest elements and label

Label parts of plants

Make leaf and vegetable prints

View samples of Visitors’ Guides
	

	BODY/TOUCH
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	Collect plant samples

Examine mushroom spores

Investigate moulds and describe

Construct a terrarium

Collect leaves and classify according to shape
	Undertake field trip to Ravensbourne National Park

Play games devised by groups

	MUSICAL/AUDITORY
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	Play Rainforest music tapes and reflect on images created (mood music)
	Create Rainforest rap to consolidate understandings of rainforest elements

	PEOPLE
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	Negotiate roles, responsibilities and rules for group activities

Group activity – list factors that change a habitat
	Group brainstorm “School Rules”

Use “Hot Potato” strategy to list community rules
	Devise safety rules required when visiting rainforests and make a chart

Presenting visitors’ guide to class

Aussie barbecue

	SELF
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	Brainstorm on how to work co-operatively to achieve tasks

Discuss group dynamics   eg. listening to one another, coming to an agreement, taking turns, voting etc.
	Regular reflective diary writing
	Continue reflective diary writing

Evaluate field trip experiences


RESOURCES

	·  video “Where Animals Live”
· focus book “Rainforests of Australia”
· appropriate reading books
· samples of Visitors’ Guides

· plant samples

· charts and pictures

· rainforest music tape

· field trip to Ravensbourne National Park

· classroom teachers

· Amaroo Environmental Centre staff



UNIT EVALUATION SHEET

	Yellow Hat
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	Green Hat
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	Benefits for you:

Areas of interest:
	Things to do differently:

Things to try:



	Red Hat
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	Blue Hat
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	How did you feel about the unit ?
	Did the unit of work achieve the purpose it was created for?

Were the indicators useful for determining student performance?




GLENVALE STATE SCHOOL

INTEGRATED UNIT OF WORK

Aussie Outdoors
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Students will prepare and present to the class a Ravensbourne National Park Rainforest visitors Guide.  The guide will include a detailed assessment of the habitat, resources, activities available and recommended safety procedures.  The guide will be presented to the class in the form of an information report.





Students will monitor their group dynamics by use of a reflective/personal diary. 











