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PRODUCTVE PEDAGOGIES

This selection of major strategies within the productive pedagogies taken from “The New Basics Project”,(School Restructuring Longitudinal Study Oct. 99) with Focus Questions designed to provide a basis for dialogue. They have been linked to suggested Principles of Effective Teaching and Learning with elaborating descriptors and indicators. 

Pedagogies are strategies used by teachers in a professional learning /teaching instance with their students.

Productive pedagogies are the classroom strategies used to focus instruction and improve student outcomes.

Some strategies are more suited to teaching particular skills, fields or groups than others so teachers need to be selective.

There are various theories and approaches to learning that provide a rich background from which teaching and learning can be planned. (e.g. Gardiner’s Multiple Intelligences, Bloom’s Taxonomy, Co-operative Learning, De Bono’s Thinking Hats, Learning /Teaching Styles)

Consideration should also be given to the five ‘Principles of Effective Teaching and Learning’ to indicate relevant strategies.

	
	Strategy
	Focus Questions
	Principle ET&L

	INTELLECTUAL

    QUALITY
	Higher-order thinking
	Are higher- order thinking and critical analysis occurring?
	2-ET&L requires active construction of meaning

	
	Deep knowledge
	Does the lesson engage with operational fields in any depth, detail or levels of specificity?
	2 –EL&T requires active construction of meaning

	
	Substantive conversation
	Does classroom talk break out of the initiation / response / evaluation pattern and lead to sustained dialogue between students, and between teachers and students?
	       “

	
	Knowledge problematic
	Are students critiquing and second-guessing texts, ideas and knowledge?
	        “

	
	Metalanguage
	Are all aspects of language, grammar and technical vocabulary being foregrounded?
	        “

	RELEVANCE
	Knowledge integration
	Does the lesson range across diverse fields, disciplines and paradigms?
	1 – ET&L is founded on an understanding of  the learner

	
	Background knowledge
	Is there an attempt to connect with students’ background knowledge gained from a range of sources?
	           “

	
	Connectedness to the world
	Do the lessons and the assigned work have any resemblance or connection to real-life contexts?
	5 – ET&L shapes and responds to social and cultural contexts.



	
	Problem-based

Curriculum
	Does the lesson focus on identifying and solving intellectual and / or real-world problems?
	          “


	SUPPORTIVE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT
	Student control
	Do students have any say in the pace, direction or outcomes of the lesson?
	3 – ET&L enhances and is enhanced by a supportive environment.

4 – ET&L is enhanced by worthwhile learning partnerships

	
	Social support
	Is the classroom a socially supportive and positive environment?
	            “

	
	Engagement
	Are students engaged and on task?
	             “

	
	Explicit criteria
	Are the criteria for judging student performance made explicit?
	             “

	
	Self-regulation
	Is the direction of the student behaviour implicit and self-regulatory or explicit?
	             “

	RECOGNITION OF DIFFERENCE
	Cultural knowledges
	Are diverse cultural knowledges brought into play in this lesson?
	1 – ET&L is founded on an understanding of the learner

5 – ET&L shapes and responds to social and cultural contexts

	
	Inclusivity
	Are deliberate attempts made to increase the participation of students of different backgrounds?
	              “

	
	Expository/ Narrative
	Is the style of teaching principally narrative or is it expository?
	1 – ET&L is founded on an understanding of the learner

4 – ET&L is enhanced through worthwhile learning partnerships.

	
	Group identity
	Does the teaching build a sense of community and identity?
	5 – ET&L shapes and responds to social and cultural contexts.

	
	Citizenship 
	Are attempts made to engage or foster active citizenship?
	                “
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