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Year 6






Beginning Level 4









Addressing Outcomes from the KLA’s




Assessment Criteria:

Students should demonstrate:

	KLA’s
	Knowledge of
	Through these actions:


	SOSE:

P.S. 4.2

4.3 

4.4

4.5 

4.8
	Changes impacting on rainforests – 

Urbanization, deforestation, European settlement, tourism, erosion

Field Study – history of usage

Orienteering, survival

Mapping rainforests, orienteering

Climatic patterns/ zones

Balance between resource use and global considerations

Action Plan 
	Predicting changes

Participate and collect data

Use maps and make inferences about global patterns

Explain and debate

Develop plan 


	Science – Level 4

S.S. 4.1

L.L 4.1, 4.2

4.3
	Aboriginals use of rainforest

Internal and external structure of rainforest plants – how they feed, adapt, similarities, reproduce

Interactions between living and non-living parts of the rainforest
	Outline contributions

Identify and examine

Analyse data

Make generalizations


	HPE Level 4

P.D. 4.1 

Health 4.3
	Individual roles and responsibilities

Risk taking and goal setting

Acknowledging self esteem

Leadership attributes

Dealing with challenges

Harm minimization
	Discussing roles and applying them in practice

Taking risks and setting goals

Leadership skills through outdoor activities on camp


	English/ speaking

Writing

Visual Communication

	Criteria for speaking – clarity, audience interest, techniques

Features of a brochure

Audience interest

Notetaking and summarizing

Use of pictures, tables and graphs to present information


	Oral presentation of factual report

Critique brochure presentation

Plan and publish information in own brochure

Select form of writing to attract readers

Creating graphs, tables and diagrams to communicate information


	Outcomes
	
	Developing Towards
	Target – Beginning Level 4
	Working Beyond

	Knows about features of a rainforest including specific plants, food webs 

Science LL4.1, 4.2, 4.3
	Comprehension – written, oral and visual
	Completes modified comprehension activities providing brief information with support


	Completes comprehension activities by providing relevant information with minimal support
	Independently completes comprehension activities providing detailed information.

	
	Notetaking – see also Brochure
	With support and simplified texts, completes a modified form of notetaking
	Records main ideas and supporting details in note form following the class modelling


	Independently identifies and records main ideas and supporting details.

	
	Diagrams, Tables, Graphs
	With support, uses class models to label diagrams.
	With minimal support using class models, completes diagrams and labelling to communicate information


	Independently draws own diagrams with relevant information recorded and labelled.

	Knows and understands changes impacting on rainforests and conservation needs related to these changes

Science SS 4.1

SOSE P.S. 4.2, 4.3, 4.6
	Discussion
	Contributes briefly to discussions.

Participates with prompting.

Generalizations are brief and unrelated to evidence – usually opinions


	Participates with minimal prompting to discuss ideas make generalizations and draw conclusions
	Confidently discusses information and expands on the topic. Makes relevant generalizations from the evidence discussed, summarizes and predicts.

	
	Note-taking – see also Brochure
	With support and simplified texts, completes a modified form of notetaking
	Records main ideas and supporting details in note form following the class modelling


	Independently identifies and records main ideas and supporting details.

	Written/ Visual Communication – 

Bushwalker’s Brochure

SOSE P.S. 4.8
	Presentation – Visual Effects
	With support and advice presents brochure with clear title and relevant pictures and drawings. Information from visual effects is brief.
	Clear title with attractive front page that appeals to the reader.

Brochure includes relevant pictures and drawings in some detail and colour.


	Uses technology and own resources to enhance the presentation beyond the class resources and stated requirements.

	
	Generic Structure
	Uses class model for headings and some information. With support collates information under headings.

With prompting, discusses and applies reader friendly format.
	Addresses key areas of the topic with relevant information in concise note form. Uses class headings and modelled format for brochure.


	Addresses key areas of the topic with extended vocabulary and extra information from own sources. Plans and presents own subheadings relevant to the reader.

	
	Editing Techniques
	· Uses support to edit punctuation and spelling errors
	· Corrects punctuation with some prompting.

· Less than 4 spelling errors occurring from class list words. 
	· Independently corrects punctuation

· Less than 2 spelling errors occurring including extended vocabulary

	Demonstrates ability to apply leadership skills and decision making skills in challenges

HPE/ P.D. 4.1, 4.3
	
	Needs prompting to participate.

Co-operates with others leading or directing.
	Contributes some suggestions to solve problems. Listens and responds to other suggestions.
	Shows initiative by including all team members.

Encourages others.

Demonstrates ability to take turns.

	Demonstrates knowledge and application of mapping skills

SOSE P.S. 4.4
	Mapping
	With support, finds map references using longitude and latitude.
	Reads map references using longitude and latitude to make inferences about rainforest locations around the world.
	Reads map references using longitude and latitude, make inferences and predicts future trends from information gained.

	
	Orienteering
	With support, uses compass to follow orienteering directions.
	Uses knowledge of compasses and scale references to follow orienteering directions and maps.
	Independently uses knowledge of compasses and scale references to follow orienteering directions and maps.


	Sequence of Learning Activities
	Resources
	Assessment

	Orientating Activities:

The class is presented with the news that they will be going on a field trip to a rainforest as part of their camping activities. 

· They discuss their knowledge of rainforests and share any information they have.

· The class is asked if they have heard any reference to rainforests on the news. Brainstorm in pairs references to rainforests. Share the information and problem solve ways to collate the information i.e. some will refer to people getting lost, some references may relate to destruction of rainforests, there may be references to lost tribes, rare or endangered animals etc…

· Discuss the many different strands of information related to rainforests with a view to establishing how diverse the activities and information is.

· Ask the class if they have ever seen or read a brochure or bushwalkers’ guide for rainforests. Set the class a task to find information for people wanting to visit a rainforest – brainstorm sources of information – national parks, local councils, tourist guides…

· Hopefully there may be very few brochures, but even if some are available – discuss the information provided and set the class the task of researching and producing a bushwalker’s guide for Mapleton – the rainforest they will be visiting. The guide must be presented as a folded brochure so bushwalkers can carry it with them and the class must target an audience of school children as the readers and produce a guide that children will want to read and follow.

· Having set the task, establish pairs to work together and expectations for the task including criteria and assessment standards. These can be negotiated with the children.

· Discuss and plan the steps involved in completing the task and set time span for progressive steps.
	Pictures from previous camps

Record notes on b/board to refer to

Students to search for bushwalker guides

National Parks brochures

Example of folded tourist brochures

Criteria and task sheet

Planning 


	Observation of discussion to determine prior knowledge and experience

Note enthusiasm for the task and effort applied to providing and collecting information




	Enhancing Phase

· Begin by concept mapping areas of interest to research. This may require general research of rainforests first to establish flora and fauna, global locations, historical use or misuse of the resource and future trends.

· Create activities to enhance the understanding of the information such as debating global issues, or conservation issues. Enact a skit to show “Greenies” making a point or  lobbying a government. Use diagrams, models, flow charts and statistical graphs and charts to collect, compare and communicate the information gained.

· Include opportunities to reflect on personal feelings and concerns related to local, national or global issues. Use poetry or art to express feelings and concerns about some of these issues such as the situations in South East Asia or South America where economics overpowers conservation. 

· Model notetaking and comprehension by reading and viewing information as a whole class, identifying strategies to comprehend the main points then record using bulleted notes. After modelling some information, allow the class the opportunity to continue the notetaking, then review their efforts.

· Identify specific areas of interest for bushwalkers such as easily recognised plants. Study the structure and features of several distinct rainforest species and determine how and why they have adapted to these conditions. Use diagrams to convey the information.

· Make detailed sketches of plants, leaf shapes and patterns. Observe botanist drawings from texts and discuss the detailed used in these drawings. Apply this knowledge to improve sketches of plants so that a reader could easily recognise the plant from a sketch.

· Make a list of dangerous plants found in a rainforest and discuss the problems associated with them such as poisoning, stings, etc…

· Research, discuss and use diagrams to illustrate the relationships that exist in the rainforest between different plants and non-living parts such as decomposing materials i.e. symbiosis and parasitic plants.

· Research and record plant reproduction unique to rainforest plants such as the strangler fig or spore producing plants and epiphytes.

· Discuss the aspects of the rainforest to observe when undertaking the field trip. Prepare children for learning about aboriginal use of plants in the rainforest.

· Begin to consider designs for the bushwalkers’ brochure.

· Investigate the format of different tourist brochures and compare features.

· Discuss readability styles and audience interest. Plan own design for brochure including written information preferably in dot-point form, diagrams, drawings and symbols to indicate dangers, first aid, things to observe.

· Discuss incidents where people have become lost when bushwalking – investigate stories of lost people over Australia’s history. Begin orienteering activities to show children how to use compass and orienteering skills when bushwalking.

· Discuss and record survival equipment people should take with them when they go bushwalking. This can be made into a game or a simulation activity before deciding on the information required in the brochure.

· Write and prepare a plan for headings in the brochure. Write and edit information for each section. Include drawings etc.


	Model of concept mapping on b/board

Model diagrams etc on b/board

Notetaking modelled on b/board

Information may need to be copied for reading material

Diagrams

Botany books or plates to illustrate detailed drawings

Charts or books showing example of plants

Copy sheets to use as diagrams

Use ferns, mushrooms etc to collect spores

Tourist brochures

Internet or old newspaper articles

Consider songs written about lost people

Hiking equipment for actual observation


	Assess written notes, discussions, diagrams and drawings

Mapping activities

Assess information recorded in diagrams, flow charts, tables.

Assess notetaking skills and understanding of knowledge

Assess diagrams and flow charts

Asess information in drawings

Assess diagrams as form of understanding

Assess notes and discussions to determine understandings

Assess design plans

Assess written presentation and visual presentation of information



	Synthesizing Activities

· Participate in a field trip to the rainforest at Mapleton. {The camp at Mapleton is a leadership and risk taking exercise with planned activities to develop team work, problem solving skills and risk taking. These activities are assessed as part of the HPE component of the unit.} 

· Consider the information that was planned for the brochure and evaluate the usefulness of this information after completing the field trip.

· Re assess the material collected, modify if necessary then prepare the brochure on computer to enhance the publication and presentation.

· Reflect on the final brochures to select the class preferences to send to the camp organizers at Mapleton for use with future groups visiting the rainforest.
	Equipment supplied by camp


	Assess participation in activities and leadership skills

Reflection on design before production

Evaluate own outcomes


Focus Task:


Research features of a rainforest environment to plan and produce a bushwalkers’ guide to a rainforest. The guide should include historical information, flora and fauna to observe, dangers and safety measures as well as a suggested survival kit for those unexpected events. The guide is to be presented to the Mapleton campsite after a camp to the area.





KEY  CONCEPTS


LEVEL 4





SOSE:


Changes impacting on rainforests


Stewardship


Mapping concepts


Human- environment interactions








SCIENCE:


Features of a rainforest 


Adaptation


Reproduction of plants


Interactions – living/ non-living


		Living - living





ENGLISH:


Context – bushwalkers’ Guide to a Rainforest


Skills – Spoken presentations


Written – brochure


Visual - brochure





TECHNOLOGY:


Investigating brochures


Creating a new design


Producing a brochure for Mapleton Campsite





HPE:


Leadership


Self-esteem


Health and the Environment


Risk taking


Injury prevention





Rationale:


Bushwalking is becoming increasingly more popular, yet many bushwalkers and visitors to national parks and rainforest reserves are unaware of the features they could be observing, the history of the area, the dangers and pitfalls to be aware of or the need to be prepared for emergencies such as getting lost. The year 6 classes at Manly West annually study and visit the rainforest area at Mapleton, so they have been set the task of producing a brochure that will not only have interesting and valuable information for bushwalkers, but be a resource that will attract the reader and present the information in the most effective manner. 





SOSE: Level 4     Place and Space





Students predict the impact of changes on a rainforest environment by comparing evidence.


Students participate in a field study to recommend the most effective way to care for a rainforest environment.


Students use longitude and latitude, compass and scale references and thematic maps to make inferences about global patterns affecting rainforests.


 Students use a range of evidence to investigate places where native and introduced elements have adapted to changing conditions.


4.8  Students develop an action plan to contribute to a positive outcome for an issue of personal concern.





SCIENCE:  Level 4.   Life and Living


4.1 Students examine the internal and external structure of some of the plants in a rainforest environment and account for observed similarities and differences in terms of adaptation.


Students identify and analyse similarities and differences in the ways that different rainforest plants reproduce.


Students make generalizations about the types of interaction which takes place between the living and non-living as well as living and living things in an environment.





HPE:  Level 4  Personal Development, Health





P.D. 4.1 Students evaluate the influence on self-concept and self-esteem of their own and others’ behaviour including recognition of achievement and changes in responsibility.


Health 4.3 Students propose ways of responding to situations and behaviours that are harmful, unsafe or risky after assessing options and consequences.








ENGLISH: Level 2





Speaking and Listening: 	 discussing information gained, prior knowledge and perceptions


			    	making predictions, Presentation of information on specific animal.





Reading and Viewing:	researching information about rainforests and the global patterns affecting rainforests 





Writing 	critically analysing the presentation of informational texts in brochures to create an informational brochure on rainforests.
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