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Ashfield Boys’ High School


Music in Education - Homework Program 

Tasks 1-3: Methods in Music Education

Over time there have been three main approaches in teaching music to children, each named after the man responsible for the method. Teachers still apply the methods developed by these educators and now combine the best elements for each. Each week you will be required to research ONE of the educators below.

Week 1: Jaques-Dalcroze (Eurhythmics)

Week 2: Kodály; and

Week 3: Orff

For each method, you must find out (and clearly label) the following information.

1. A brief description 

2. underlying principles

3. objectives and aims

4. time of development

5. age group the method suited to

6. in what order are musical concepts introduced

7. Techniques / tools / components of the method 

8. resources or instruments required

Task 4-9: Portfolio of Musical Concepts

As a series of ongoing homework tasks, you will be required to find aural (listening) examples that clearly demonstrate an aspect of each of the 6 concepts of music. By the end you will have compiled a collection of 6 musical examples, each demonstrating a different musical concept in action.

Once you have completed this, you will create short excerpts from your CDs using digital editing technology and compile your collection with other students’ excerpts to create an impressive audio resource CD (each student will get a copy for reference) that can be used to demonstrate many different aspects of the concepts of music.

For each example you find you will complete a FACT SHEET that will also be compiled into a concise reference booklet to accompany the CD. A FACT SHEET for each concept has been provided at the back of this document.

Task 4: Duration 

Task 5: Pitch

Task 6: Dynamics and Expressive Techniques

Task 7: Tone Colour

Task 8: Texture

Task 9: Structure

For information about the aspects of each musical concept, refer to:-

· the Concepts of Music section in the Music 1 Course Outline and Assessment Guide
· music dictionaries
· wall posters in room 17
· any other “Concepts of Music” information you might have collected
Task 10: Design a Learning Activity

Choose one song from the portfolio you have compiled in tasks 4-9 and develop a learning activity that can be used to teach the concept it demonstrates. Imagine you are teaching primary school students and you are required to give a mini lesson on a musical concept.

Design an ACTIVITY SHEET that includes:-

1. a clear definition of the concept (see your FACT SHEET)

2. An example of the concept that places it within the context of our environment. (For example, a child sliding down a slippery dip could represent descending pitch)

3. Appropriate musical notation (see your FACT SHEET)

4. the description of the activity used to demonstrate the concept

5. key words relevant to your explanation

Task 11: Design a Learning Activity for an Original Song

Repeat Task 10, but this time based on the original song you have recorded during this unit.

Performance Practice: Sing a children’s song

All children love to sing – it is as natural an activity to a child as speaking. Singing is the most important tool we can use when educating people in music, for the voice is an instrument that everyone has. The most effective and easy way to demonstrate your understanding of a musical concept is to sing a musical idea, rather than describe it using words.

Throughout this Music course, you will need to call on your voice to help your learning. This activity is designed to help you overcome any fears or embarrassment (which is very natural) you have when singing in front of others. 

In class you were given the task of finding a children’s song that clearly demonstrated ONE musical concept. If you were teaching this musical concept to a group of children, there is no doubt that you would have to sing this song in a convincing and confident way to the children. This is what you have to do – sing the song – but not in front of children you don’t know. You have to sing it in front of your classmates while playing a simple accompaniment on an instrument of your own choice!

For example, you might sing and play chords on guitar or piano, or play an ostinato on a tuned percussion instrument.

It must be a SOLO performance which means completely by yourself.

Your homework for this task is to practice singing and playing the song at home in preparation for the task at school. You will be notified regarding the date of your performance.

Portfolio of Musical Concepts – Fact Sheet

Task 4: Duration

	Name of Song:
	

	Artist:
	

	Album:
	

	Year of Release:
	

	Record Label:
	

	Aspect or concept demonstrated in song:
	

	Textbook definition of aspect or concept:
	

	Explanation of how aspect or definition is demonstrated in song:
	

	Excerpt start time:
	

	Excerpt end time:
	

	Notation of example: 
(can be graphic or standard notation)
	

	Additional information:
	


Portfolio of Musical Concepts – Fact Sheet

Task 5: Pitch

	Name of Song:
	

	Artist:
	

	Album:
	

	Year of Release:
	

	Record Label:
	

	Aspect or concept demonstrated in song:
	

	Textbook definition of aspect or concept:
	

	Explanation of how aspect or definition is demonstrated in song:
	

	Excerpt start time:
	

	Excerpt end time:
	

	Notation of example: 
(can be graphic or standard notation)
	

	Additional information:
	


Portfolio of Musical Concepts – Fact Sheet

Task 6: Dynamics and Expressive Techniques

	Name of Song:
	

	Artist:
	

	Album:
	

	Year of Release:
	

	Record Label:
	

	Aspect or concept demonstrated in song:
	

	Textbook definition of aspect or concept:
	

	Explanation of how aspect or definition is demonstrated in song:
	

	Excerpt start time:
	

	Excerpt end time:
	

	Notation of example: 
(can be graphic or standard notation)
	

	Additional information:
	


Portfolio of Musical Concepts – Fact Sheet

Task 7: Tone Colour

	Name of Song:
	

	Artist:
	

	Album:
	

	Year of Release:
	

	Record Label:
	

	Aspect or concept demonstrated in song:
	

	Textbook definition of aspect or concept:
	

	Explanation of how aspect or definition is demonstrated in song:
	

	Excerpt start time:
	

	Excerpt end time:
	

	Notation of example: 
(can be graphic or standard notation)
	

	Additional information:
	


Portfolio of Musical Concepts – Fact Sheet

Task 8: Texture

	Name of Song:
	

	Artist:
	

	Album:
	

	Year of Release:
	

	Record Label:
	

	Aspect or concept demonstrated in song:
	

	Textbook definition of aspect or concept:
	

	Explanation of how aspect or definition is demonstrated in song:
	

	Excerpt start time:
	

	Excerpt end time:
	

	Notation of example: 
(can be graphic or standard notation)
	

	Additional information:
	


Portfolio of Musical Concepts – Fact Sheet

Task 9: Structure

	Name of Song:
	

	Artist:
	

	Album:
	

	Year of Release:
	

	Record Label:
	

	Aspect or concept demonstrated in song:
	

	Textbook definition of aspect or concept:
	

	Explanation of how aspect or definition is demonstrated in song:
	

	Excerpt start time:
	

	Excerpt end time:
	

	Notation of example: 
(can be graphic or standard notation)
	

	Additional information:
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