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Ashfield Boys’ High School


Methods of Notating Music – Homework Program

Task 1: Notation Quiz
Due:_________
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Answer these questions on the next page.

1. What is the staff (or stave)?

2. What are leger lines?

3. Name the notes to the right:-  

4. Name each of the clefs (there are more than 2) and say how its shape and position is significant

5. What are the signs ( and # called?

6. When the signs in question 5 are used straight after the clef, this gives the key signature. What does this mean? Explain how the key signature is derived from the major scale. (use notation if you need to)

7. What do the numbers ( and ( indicate at the beginning of a piece of music? How did the ( come to be used in the notation?

8. What is the difference between a minim, a crotchet, and a quaver? And why is a minim so called?
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What is a chromatic scale?

10. Assuming the key is C Major, what does this notation show? 



11. Here are six examples of key signatures for different major keys. Can you name these keys?



[image: image6.png]






12. For each of the above key signatures, list which notes are sharpened and which are flattened.


13. Name the relative minor keys (count a minor third down) for the six key signatures shown above.

Task 1: Answers


Task 2:  The Piano Roll 
Due:_________

Below is a screen print of the Piano Roll / Key Edit window from Cubasis VST. Answer the questions before you try to transcribe this into traditional notation.
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1. How many bars of music are displayed on the screen?

2. At what bar number does this tune begin?

3. How many beats are there in one bar?

4. How long is the first note? What PITCH is it?

5. What is the LOWEST, HIGHEST and RANGE of notes?

6. How many different PITCHES are there?

7. How long is the last note?

8. What type of note is each beat divided into (look at the grid)?

9. Is the three note pattern in bar 5 ASCENDING or DESCENDING?

10. Rewrite this music onto traditional staff notation.


BONUS QUESTION: What is this well-known Beatles song? _________________________________

Task 3:  MIDI File Analysis 
Due:_________

Find and download a Beatles MIDI file of your choice from the Internet and present a report to the class about what is good and what is bad about this version of the song.

To complete this task you need to:-

· Search the internet to find and save a Beatles MIDI file

· Open the file using Logic Fun or another sequencer program in which you can view the data (as a score or other format)

· Prepare a ONE PAGE WORD PROCESSED summary of your analysis and photocopy one for each class member and your teacher (8 copies). Summary MUST include the following information under appropriate headings:-

· URL of website where file was located

· A description of the software used to play / view the MIDI file

· A screen print of the notation you viewed to complete the task 
(press “Print Screen” button while viewing the notation, open the summary document, Choose “Paste” from the “File” menu to paste the picture in)

· What is GOOD about the MIDI file

· What is BAD about the file

· Present your report to the class – you will be required to play each section of the MIDI file as you discuss it as an example using the computer in the front of the classroom

Task 4: MIDI File Comparison 
Due:_________

Compare and note the differences between the MIDI file used in Task 3 and:-

1) The original recording of the song

2) The score of the recording
3) A different MIDI version of the same song. Which MIDI file is better, and why?
Task 5: Chord Chart 
Due:_________

1) Find a new Beatles MIDI on the Internet and listen to it using a MIDI player such as Windows Media Player. 

2) Go to the website www.olga.net and find the chords / tab sheet for the song you have chosen

3) Using the manuscript provided, create a chord chart of your song, making sure that chords are strummed for the correct number of bars and that the bars are laid out in a neat and ordered fashion.

Task 5: Answer




Task 6: Transcribe from TAB ( Score 
Due:_________

1) Search the Internet for instructions on how to read Tablature (TAB) notation.

2) Print out and file this information, noting the URL of the website you got it from.

3) Using the information you have found, convert this Tablature notation of the main guitar riff in Twist and Shout into a regular score.
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Remember that each line represents a string on the guitar and the numbers represent which frets to use. The strings from bottom line to the top are:- E, A, D, G, B, E.

The first note (“5” on the bottom string) would be 5 frets (1 fret = semitone) UP from the letter “E” (bottom line / guitar string). Therefore count up 5 semitones from E to get “A”.

Task 6: Answer


Task 7: Sing a Beatles Song 
Due:_________

Download and print out a TAB/chords, lyrics sheet of a Beatles song of your choice.

You will be required to sing this song as a solo performance using ONE accompaniment of your choice from the following:-

1) Computer generated backing track created using Key-west or Band In A Box software

2) Play the chords on guitar while singing

3) Play chords and rhythm track on keyboard while singing
You can choose to perform this song live, in front of the class OR prerecord your performance at home onto video which will be played back in front of the class.

Class members will mark this task according to the marking criteria which can be found on page 28 of your Music 1 Course Information Booklet.

NB: This task is in addition to the SOLO performance required for ASSESSMENT TASK 2. It must be a different song.

Task 8: Essay 
Due:_________

Many different types of musical notation have been used throughout the history of music. 

Discuss and compare 2 of these different methods of notating music.

For each method, explain how it is interpreted by performers (ie: how do you read it), the advantages and disadvantages of it and provide written and/or audio examples.
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