The Persuaders' Toolkit 

If you are going to be successful, you need to use a few techniques. There is nothing secret about these - your teacher will know them inside out, but sometimes people forget to use them, especially when they are thinking on their feet. So here is a rundown of the ones to remember... 

Repeat yourself - don't worry about saying the same thing again and again - people forget, so repeat yourself and they will remember. Even when you think they might remember, you can always repeat yourself another time. 

Be personal - using words such as "we" or "I" always sounds a lot more convincing. We all know that, don't we? 

Use questions - why would you use questions? Do you think you can impress listeners with a few questions? Well, these make people think. They also get your readers involved in what you are writing or saying. So will you use them when you persuade? If you don't, why not? 

Use feelings to push ideas - words are your ammunition. In seconds, they can make your friends laugh, or your teacher angry, so why not use them properly to persuade your readers? 

For instance, don't just write "the pressure of doing tests", because there is no real feeling there. Instead, how about: "the endless trauma, the desperation and the mindless suffering that school exams inflict on youngsters. The distressing sight of so many compelled to compete, including those who realise they must fall short of the required standard. It is almost like sending them to the slaughter, and this cruelty must stop". Now you might not agree with the idea that exams are bad, but hopefully you'd agree that the second version has a lot more feeling. 

Use a variety of ideas, sentences and paragraphs - this makes your writing lively, it helps you make certain points stronger, and it helps to make a better impact on your readers.  
