What is the Area of Study?

The learning in English at Stage 6 focuses on the processes and products of making meaning. When applying this idea to the Area of Study, we can begin by picking up on the idea meaning is a function of the relationship between things and our mental representations of them. These representations are individual to the extent that they emanate from one’s own experiences but in the main, these representations are socially produced and are shared by cultural groups. It is this relationship between the ‘thing’ (in this case a concept) and its cultural representation that is explored in the Area of Study. Why? So that our students can begin to understand the ways our culture shapes our view of the world and conversely why certain concepts emerge as significant for us.

How well did you read the first paragraph? The main ideas have been summarised in the following statements but they are out of order. Number the boxes in the order that best fits the paragraph. The first one has been done for you.

· The Area of study explores the relationship between the concept and its cultural representation

· Learning in English Stage 6 focuses on the processes and products of making meaning

· Meaning is a function of the relationship between things and our mental representations of them

· We want students to understand how our culture shapes our view of the world and why some concepts are significant

· Representations are both individual and shared by cultural groups

Exploring a concept

The concept of “the journey” embraces the notions of place, movement and time. Literally, a journey is a movement from one place to another over time. So we invite students to explore issues of place, movement and time and their representations in the various texts. 

The syllabus also invites our students to question or even challenge the assumptions associated with the concept. We examine the key assumption that people are transformed by their journeys. Consider whether this is necessarily the case:

· Can you find representations where people are not necessarily changed by the journey? Has the transformation occurred as a result of the experiences of the journey (for instance, dealing with problems, overcoming obstacles, and so on?)

· Has the transformation been stimulated by the place or arrival (as, for instance, assimilationists’ demand of new arrivals to Australia)?

· Has transformation occurred only in retrospect as a person looks back over and reflects on the experiences?

How are these assumptions represented in various texts?

“Ways of representing events, experiences, ideas, values and processes”

We will explore ways of representing events, experiences, ideas, values and processes.

· How does narrative function in the representation of the journey through its sequential nature and the way it moves through complications to a resolution (often depicted as arrival).

· How is characterisation central to texts about the journey? 

· What are the connotations around representations of transformation which, particularly in contemporary texts, assume that it is a vibrant, positive force?

· What are the connotations around the journey when used figuratively to represent the life span, from birth to death?

Interrelationships among texts

One important aspect of this study is making “connections between and among texts”. Obvious connections such as:

· similar content/similarly represented

· similar ideas/differently represented

· different ideas/similarly represented

 and so on. 

Perception of ourselves and the world

The basis of the Area of Study is the “exploration of a concept that affects our perceptions of ourselves and our world”.

Two things stand out here:

· the notion of exploration that implies discovery

· the personal nature of this discovery

Students are being invited to explore the concept in relation to themselves and their perception of their world. 

Reflect on 2 texts you have previously studied or are familiar with and consider the extent to with they are ‘journeys’ .
Describe the journeys 
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