The Dylan Affect
 Can Musical literature be considered poetry?

Ask students to list songs they know the lyrics to and the poems they know the words of. Compare the two lists. Most likely the song list is a lot longer than the poem list. Ask: what does this tell us?

· Songs mean more to them than poems

· They are exposed to the words of songs more than poems

· It’s cool to know the words of songs but not of poems

· Songs have replaced poems as a significant literary expression of cultural values and ideas

The HW is to select a song and write a statement about why their choice may be considered poetic. This will be needed for a lesson later.

The focus question needs to be explored. Use Jot Thoughts. Sub questions are: what kinds of music might attract the ‘literary’ title?  Can contemporary rock, rap and punk be considered poetry? Without speaking students think about why or why not and put responses on separate Post its. They aim to cover the table. In their teams they then sort them into two groups and students are called upon to collate these on the BB. Ask: What does this tell us about the term literary? Ask students to write about musical literature. What are its defining features.
Develop a mind map with the class on Features of Musical Poetry. Some responses may be:

· Use of sound, rhythm and rhyme

· Ideas and messages are thoughtful and profound

· The language is rich and layered, perhaps puzzling

· There is a mystical element

· They use imagery and poetical devices

Working in pairs students closely examine three songs. (Mississippi by Bob Dylan, American Idiot by Greenday and Rape of the World by Tracey Chapman).  Divide the class roughly into three groups. Each section of the class works on one song. They have to annotate the song highlighting the poetical features and exploring the meanings and messages. 
Working in teams, students ‘test’ the song against the mindmap, adding details from the song to illustrate their evaluation. They share their analysis in a brief summary. One student from each team is selected to deliver the summary.
Students compose a text advocating the song for its literary achievement.

Students present their HW. Do a Mix Pair Share. List the songs and artists chosen on the BB with a brief statement about what the poem is about and why they chose this song and artist. Ask the class what they notice about the subjects of the songs chosen and the reasons students chose each song. What does this tell us about the students?

Point out that the socio cultural climate and the political climate affects how icons are constructed and how the public responds. How is this reflected in the songs chosen. Write about this. Write a response to the question: Can musical literature be considered poetry.
