Casino High School Year 11 The Dylan Affect 2007

The Dylan Affect 
1. Comparing Dylan to the canon.
Students work in teams to compare a Dylan song with a canonical work. They reflect on: Is the canonical work more worth studying? What are the differences between a song and a poem? How does the responders’ cultural literacy influence the responses to the two previous questions?

2. High Culture and Popular Culture

Introduce through a discussion of Romanticism from Year 10. Define Canon and give examples.  Consider whether the Romantics would have been considered the canon in their own time. Introduce the use of ‘focus’ questions. Explain that these are questions that develop the concepts and understandings of the unit and that they will be used to revise student knowledge at the end of the unit.
1. Can the contemporary literature of song writing be held in the same regard as poetry?

2. How do the media construct and represent artists and thus construct public opinion.

After discussion and exploration of High Culture and Popular culture discuss:

a. How has the distinction changed?

b. Why do students think it has changed?

c. Has the media had any impact on the distinction and its changing nature?

3. What is a literary text?

Draw on students’ experiences in 7-10 and consider which texts and units focussed on High culture and Popular culture. Use a variety of poems and songs to explore the notion of ‘literary’ texts. Rank the poems and songs from most literary to least literary and justify choices. Students reflect on their understanding of literary in ‘To me, literature is …’ reveal the names of the authors and group into canon and non-canon. Consider the differences between this classification and the ranking exercise.

4. Introduce Bob Dylan as a media construct

Students examine an image of Bob Dylan from a biography (unauthorised). They analyse the image considering what it tells us about the subject, the time and their own reactions. They consider how we read images and socially constructed responses. Students are introduced to some facts about Bob Dylan. They research Bob Dylan’s life and work.
5. Can musical literature be considered as poetry?
Students identify the features of musical poetry compared to poetry. They test these features against three songs and draw on their knowledge of the features of poetry. They compose a critical discussion on the literary achievement of the song. Students select their own song to analyse and share with class. The socio cultural and political climate affects how icons are constructed and how the public responds. Consider how this is reflected in the songs they have chosen.
6. Dylan’s iconic status and songs as poetry.
Dylan became iconic in the 60’s because of his protest songs that were taken up as anthems for the Civil Rights movement in America. Use Yeats poem On being asked for a war poem and discuss the ways literature has responded to war and other political struggles throughout time. List other poems and songs that have responded to war. Close analysis of three Dylan songs: A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall, Masters of War and John Brown. Consider Dylan’s work in relation to war: What position does Dylan take?   What language and grammatical features does he employ to emphasise and deliver his message? Revisit Yeats’ poem. Discuss questions relating to expressing opinion through art.
7. Focus questions used at the beginning of the elective and assessment.
The assessment task is a monologue that allows students to creatively evaluate the central questions of the elective.

Using NHT students discuss the two questions revising their notes and reflecting on what they have learned. They write extended answers to each question drawing on their notes.

Review the glossary. Compose explanations of terms and add more from the unit.
