Worksheet on The Vultures
Warning- There is a lot to get through. Do not waste time!
1. re read the poem

2. Answer these questions in your notes (briefly):

What do you make of the three lines beginning ‘O’?

Explain how the tone changes with the line ‘But we whose hands fertilise the womb of the earth’. What does this line mean?

What is the effect of ‘in spite of’ repeated?

Whose ‘songs of pride’ are they? What might ‘songs of pride’ refer to?

What is suggested by hope ‘preserved in us as in a fortress’? What poetic device is this?

What might the last line mean? 

3. Summarise the story of the poem. (Write about ten lines)

4. Complete the table on features

	Feature
	Evidence (quotes)
	Meaning and effect

	Imagery – a series of ‘pictures’ in the poem
	
	

	The change in tone during the poem
	
	

	‘us’ and ‘them’
	
	


5. ‘test the message’

What is the message of the poem?

Is there any problem with the construction of ‘us and them’?

How has the poem made the African voices the ‘centre’ of the poem?

How does this establish African identities?

Read the notes on the next two pages and answer the questions at the beginning of the notes.
