AUSTRALIAN RULES FILM STUDY
Australian Rules
Directed by Paul Goldman

Screenplay by Philip Gwynne
Complete the following activities:

Character:
1. Write a description of Gary. Consider his personality, appearance, his relationship to others and how his character changes and develops during the film.

2. Gary is central to the whole story of Australian Rules. Select one of the following significant relationships he has in the film and write about this in detail:
· Gary and his Father

· Gary and Dumby Red

· Gary and his Mother

· Gary and Pickles

· Gary and Clarence

· Gary and Darcy

In your response you need to refer to specific examples from the film to support your ideas. Consider also how the relationship changes and develops during the film.

Setting:
3. Describe the town of Prospect Bay where Australian Rules is set. What sort of town is it? Give examples from the film to support your ideas.

Film technique:
4. Choose a partner to work with on this activity. Read through the sheet on film techniques. 

With your partner select one of the following scenes:

· Final moments of Grand Final – Blacky and Thumper
· Grand Final celebrations where the winner of the ‘best on field’ is announced

· At the footy club when Dumby and Pretty ‘break in’

· The final scene – Blacky and Clarence
You will need to view this scene several times, deconstructing the scene as you go. Complete the storyboard sheet attached looking at the type of shots that have been used. In your response you will also need to discuss the mood and feeling generated by the choice of location, music, voice-overs, images and sequencing. Consider why the director has chosen to film the scene in this particular way.

Themes:
5. One of the intentions of this film is to confront racism, rather than shy away from it. Consider this statement as you respond to the following questions:
· What evidence do you see in the film of racist actions and comments from Gary’s father, Pickles, the football club, Arks and other characters?

· What image of the aboriginal community is presented in the film?

· How are white Australians portrayed in the film?

· Think about your own point of view and describe your feelings when watching this film.

6. How do you think an overseas audience might react to this film? Explain your ideas.

7. Read some reviews of Australian Rules. Explore some of the links presented in these articles. Observing the style of how the reviews are written, write your own review of the film. Don’t forget to reference any other sources of information that you use.
Complete one of the following activities:

8. Write a poem in response to the issues presented in the film.
Or 

Create a collage exploring your ideas about the themes.

9. Short essay response. This activity is recommended for students aiming at a level 4 assessment.
In If Magazine, August 2001, Jo Litson describes Australian Rules as:
‘… a funny, sad, scary and poignant story with a powerful message; a moving ode to reconciliation.’

What do you think are the powerful messages in the story? 

Once again link your ideas back to the film, the events, the characters etc.

Some useful websites:
http://www.atsic.gov.au/default_ns.asp
http://www.loreoftheland.com.au


http://www.eniar.org/news/arules.html
A study guide on Australian Rules is available from ATOM:

http://www.metromagazine.com.au
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Assessment Criteria

1. Communicate accurately in a range of modes
2.
Demonstrate understanding of self and the world through composing and responding to texts
4. Work constructively with others
5. Demonstrate understanding and appreciation of text structures and features
6. Plan, organise and complete activities
7.
Compose and craft a range of texts for different purposes and audiences

8. Collect and categorise information
Film Technique: Australian Rules

Title of Scene________________

Complete the 8 boxes below by recording examples of different types of shots, camera angles, different camera movements, editing techniques, special effects used in the scene you and your partner have chosen to watch.
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